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commit hideous outrages if left unrestrained, nev-
ertheless returned to Amherstburg with his troops
and his prisoners, leaving the American wounded
to their fate. That night the savages came back
to Frenchtown and massacred those hurt and
helpless men, thirty in number.

This unhappy incident of the campaign, not so
much a battle as a catastrophe, delayed Harrison's
operations. His failures had shaken popular con-
fidence, and at the end of this dismal winter, after
six months of disappointments in which ten thou-
sand men had accomplished nothing, he was com-
pelled to report to the Secretary of War:

Amongst the reasons which make it necessary to
employ a large force, I am sorry to mention the dismay
and disinclination to the service which appears to pre-
vail in the western country; numbers must give that
confidence which ought to be produced by conscious
valor and intrepidity, which never existed in any army
in a superior degree than amongst the greater part of
the militia which were with me through the winter.
The new drafts from this State [Ohio] are entirely of
another character and are not to be depended upon.
I have no doubt, however, that a sufficient number of
good men can be procured, and should they be allowed
to serve on horseback, Kentucky would furnish some
regiments that would not be inferior to those that
fought at the river Raisin; and these were, in my